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Marine Spatial Planning

UNESCO Definition: 

Marine spatial planning (MSP) is 
a public process of analyzing and 
allocating the spatial and temporal 
distribution of human activities in 
marine areas to achieve ecological, 
economic, and social objectives that 
usually have been specified through a 
political process.
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Marine Spatial Planning
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Marine Spatial Planning

 
 

“60 
countries have  
ongoing MSP projects”  

Charles Ehler
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Decision Support Tools (DSTs)

DSTs are software-based products 
that provide support in evidence-
based decision making process, 

• Clear steps  
• To achieve optimal decision  
• Improve productivity 
• Recommendations  
• According to user’s input 
• Primary assistant for planners  

(Rose et al. 2016)
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Analysis of Decision Support Tools
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Analysis of Decision Support Tools
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Conclusion
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DST Matrix: http://dst.azti.es

14



Future Work

A questionnaire to 
clarify main gaps and 
possible developments 
of DSTs according to 
opinions of experts 
who were actively 
involved in MSP 
processes 

http://dst.azti.es
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Future Work

Feasibility analysis 
with Bayesian Belief 
Network for marine 
activities; 

• Offshore Wind 
Platforms 

• Aquaculture 
• Fishery
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